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(54) ADAPTIVE THRESHOLDING METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To suppress notch in an excellent way even in 
the case of an original where a character and an intermediate 
tone image coexist. 

CONSTITUTION: Suppose that image data are changed as 
shown in Fig. with respect to a main scanning direction, since 
the value exceeds a threshold level '128' at a point P1, where 
the level is discriminated to be a black level. When a 
succeeding point P2 is a noted picture element, the point P1 
is a reference picture element, and since it is the black 
picture element, a control variable SHHU corresponding to 
the error coefficient at that point of time is added to the 
image data. Thus, the level of the image data rises from the 
point P2 to a point P3. In this case, the level at the point P2 
is lower than the threshold level '128', which is a point to be 
substantially discriminated as the level of a white picture 
element, but since the level of the point P3 obtained by 
addition exceeds the threshold level '128', the level at the 
point P2 is discriminated to be a black level picture element. 
Furthermore, a photographic-like image is strong and a 

character-like image is weak, control variables SHHU, SHHD are reduced as shown in Fig 
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